
No.20011/1/96-Estt.(D)
Government of India

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training

Subject:- Seniority of SC/ST officers promoted earlier
vis-a-vis general candidate promoted later.

According to the general principle 5( i)
contained in MHA OM No.9/11/55-RPS dated 22.12.1959 and
para 2.2 in DOPT OM No.22011/7/86-Estt.(D) dated
3.7.1986 read with DapT OM No.20011/5/90-Estt.(D) dated
4.11.1992, (copy enclosed) seniority of a person
regularly appointed to a post according to rul~ would be
determined by the order of merit indicated at the time
of initial appointment and seniority of persons promoted
to various grades shall be determined in the order of
selection for such promotion. Thus, persons appointed
through an earlier selection will enbloc be senior to
those promoted through subsequent selection.

2. The Supreme Court has in its judgement dated
lQ· ..J..Q..!.l9..9.~ in the case of \,Jn~.gn...Qt ...:r.D.9..!0-.......Y.f?,. . ...YLcP ..<:ll
;U.IJS.b.(;h.~..~.b.gn....~t~., (JT 1995( 7 ) SC .231) held as
follows:-

"Even if a Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe
candidate is promoted earlier by virtue of
rule of reservation/rost€!)- tihan his senior
general candidate and the senior general
candidate is promoted later to the said
higher grade,the general candidate regains
his seniority over such earlier promoted
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe candidate.
The earlier promotion of the Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe candidate in such a
situat ion does not con*fer upon him
seniority over the general candidate even
though the general candidate is promoted
later to that category."
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3. Having j-egard tc, Li',e, abovo judgernent of the
Supreme Court,it has been deli,.;,:.,': to mnc:.ify the existing
polic}' of fixinq senior'it/ U~-J ~:"r()rr:()~.J'.HI 0,'; the lines
mentioned in para 2 above. f~c(orcJin~l/, it has been
decided to add the followling proviso to general
Pi i nci p 1e :.:,(i ) conta i n(~d j n r-;HA (nCq,d DOPT) \)M

NC.9/11/55-RPS dated 22.12.5~ and para 2.2 of this
Department OM NU.:?201.1/7/d:.', C:3tt.' c'·) d,':~le(j 5.7.1986:-

" F'T,<:Jvj d~' l.,~jth<'1L. C ,) .~,{ n<,ii.,9 ?..t,0 p.~b91l9tn9.
to.~:.h9. $,;:.h§'du.l.~ c1 C d c:...~.f:,!. (: r1;he ?c::,hD_c:i_qJ~9 Ir..~q§'
i~~P ()!ILQ t ~~_c:! t i) ;~D imI)1qd.i. d t~ hj~'.1.1.QJ P<?§,t/gT~.c:1~
aga,:ill~3t ... 9 ff.!§Ar \.'2:~.:J V.r.3'.:i~1)(::1 ec,~i:)j(:','T.th9D ... h)'s
s l~ n ioT. 9 E' n~ 1 9 ~.(;) lJC '.,2l Ii (jtsJa.:t e ~~h.O ..L:::'>..eT 9.mQ.t~.g.
Jatgr,.c,t,b~ ~? i<..i,ifnrn\,'(Ji.:3.J ..§l b.i9.h~'i.r. P.Q$t,.l.9.T:gQ.§!_I.
th§ g~q~ 1"a.1./ Q.~.<::...(;,') fl0.t9:}t (~ ~'~.J.J.1H...J.~a~.LD....h ;is.
senicr i tv over such E'dr:. i(-:r i:.)f omoted candidate•.. " '." •. ". . 4 •. " .••..•.•... ' ~. , .. , ,_" ." ".'_, ,. , ......•... _ '•.•... ~ ..•. "' •..••.•.•.•.•. , .••..••...•...... " •..•. , •.••• _ •••.•.•.••. ~ ••_ ••.•.•.•••.•. ,.•..• _._"

()ft, he S;::.heqLlJ§l.qC~1~~t:g.9Dq t1:l9. $.9..b~g!.!.l.~g
TribE' iqthe .imn)f?\:Ji.~J·' hl'Jh~r P9$.t/9r9.g~~H''''

4. These orders shatl ta~~ ~~fe~t from the date of
issue of thL~, Off; ce :'1ernoPHlchllii.
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.~1 1 ~1i r, i s t. r i f' ~;.:'i' fc',.' :J'i ':11 ' I~, 1) l <'. 0 f t he Go vt .
of Iildia.

1. Compt.rolJ."n all,] {i'.h) (:on :;,en,,:,ral of India.
2. Secretary, Union f:' ii:,.li..::: :;'>e'··\.!fce Commission.
~l. j~~ajya Sabha Sectt. ./t._ck :;:·0.blv: -:>cctt.
4. AIL State/Union Territory

GovBrn~ents/Arlministratio,~
5. All attac~~d/subordinat0 offi~e3 under the

(lOP! /r~HA . ~
6. t'~ational (ommiss.lor,f·,n:, /'~)'i, (iow Delhi.
7. National Commission fa. 10B(, New Delhi.
8. S(~creta')" Stuff :.)5.:::;',', ~~c"ti('i"l<.d Cou.ncil

(JCr1). '), /-Ishc,h'l PI:·"l'.!. ;'~i~('J i:)f~lf:i.
9 Rpgi:3i-1-;"r C,;pn'c'r.J: .. ',tH: r'(;J: "ell) t, New

ne tl-,L .
10 . (4 .i. 1 ()f fie e ," c::.,..:. ,', \:. I. ' •• :1

1i . -~)~)('I ~:.;~"),-~r t:::' C-()f); \~..> f- (. ~ :-- (':1: ~ .• ( [) ) •.


