
F. No. 38/10(03)/2025-P&PW(A) (e 11193)
भारत सरकार Government of India

का�मक, लोक �शकायत और प�शन म�ंालय Ministry of Personnel, PG & Pensions
प�शन और प�शनभोगी क�याण िवभाग Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare

 
लोक नायक भवन 3rd Floor, Lok Nayak Bhawan

खान माक� ट नई िद�ी Khan Market, New Delhi-110 003
िदनांक Dated:     .10.2026

 
काया लय !ापन/Office Memorandum

 
िवषय: Instructions regarding references of Court Cases to Department
of Pension and Pensioners’ Welfare for comments/opinions -  reg.

 
    The undersigned is directed to refer to this Department’s OM

No.38/70/14 P&PW(A) dated 07.10.2015 regarding consultation with this
Department for implementation or otherwise of the court orders, where any
pension policy matter is involved and OM No.38/05(25)/2024-P&PW(A)
(9633) dated 15.07.2024 delineating policy & instructions for reference of
court cases to this Department at first stage of appeal before High Courts,
issued in consultation with Department of Expenditure.

2.    It is noticed that despite above instructions, Department of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare is receiving Inter- Ministerial references in court cases
for comments/opinion at a belated stage where Appeal/SLP cases are to be
filed. In many instances, the proposals are incomplete or received through
emails/OMs without the approval of the competent authority, which causes
further delay resulting in adverse orders/Contempt proceedings.   In some
cases, this Department receives e mails and phone calls directly from the
Government Counsels at advance stages for instructions, filing of affidavits,
compliance of court orders and Contempt notice also, even though DoPPW
is proforma party.  This leads to a situation where effective handling of court
cases and coordination with concerned nodal officer of the administrative
Ministry/Department becomes a challenge, specially where crucial pension
policy of the Government is involved.
 
3.      In this regard it is reiterated that as per the instructions of DoPT vide
OM No. 43011/9/2014-Estt.D dated 13.02.2015 and DO letter No.
1/50/3/2016-Cab dated 16th June 2016, the primary responsibility for
defending the court case on behalf of the Government lies with the
administrative Ministry/ Department concerned. If, however, any clarification
is required on the interpretation or application of the rules or instructions
relevant to the case, the concerned Ministry/ Department may consult the
nodal Department, for that purpose a unified stand should be taken before
the court of law and a common counter reply should be filed on behalf of
the Government by the concerned administrative Ministry/ Department. In
no case should the litigation be allowed to prolong to the extent that it
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results in contempt proceedings.
 
4.      Further, this Department receives Inter-Ministerial references in
matters where SLP cases are to be filed. It is observed that admission for
filing SLP in concurrent judgments of Hon’ble CATs and High Courts have
been minimal, as issues of facts/policy have already been addressed. So
there is a pressing need to improve the quality of presenting Govt
policy/rules in pleadings before the High Courts for safeguarding the
interest of the UOI before the Courts of Law.
 
5.      Therefore, as per the instructions in Policy dated 15.07.2024 of this
Department, all matters where 1st stage appeal is to be filed by the
concerned administrative Ministry/Department before Hon’ble High Courts
in CCS (Pension) Rules/Policy related issues, same be referred to
Department of Pension and Pensioners’ Welfare for opinion/comments
preferably through e files in a self contained Note  along with complete
details/documents in a timely manner with the approval of the Secretary
concerned. The comments/opinion of this Department, if any, may be
incorporated in the submissions made before Hon’ble Courts on major
pension policy issues. Seeking comments/opinion of DoPPW on court
matters through emails/OMs/letters should be avoided.  
 
6.      Further, it is also informed that this Department has convened two
National Workshops on Pension litigation on 02 July 2025 and 18 July 2026
for effective and efficient handling of pension litigation and greater
coordination amongst all stakeholders and capacity building. The workshop
on 18th July 2026 was attended by more than 380 Nodal Officers and Legal
Counsels dealing with pension litigation cases across various
Ministries/Departments. It was addressed by eminent speakers from legal
and administrative background. The proceedings of the Workshop, along
with compendium of Case Laws on pension litigation including best
practices in handling pension litigation have been uploaded on the website
of this Department. All Ministries/Departments may refer to these
documents while handling pension related litigation.   
 
7.     The above instructions may be brought to the notice of all concerned
handling Pension litigation for strict compliance.
 
8.     यह इस िवभाग के स&म 'ा(धकारी के अनुमोदन से जारी िकया गया हैI
  
 

 
 (Rakesh Kumar)

Director to the Government of India
Tel. No 24635979

E mail: rakesh.kumar.dad@gov.in
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To
 
       The Secretaries of all Ministries/Departments of the Government of
India
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